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About this event

Course Title:
Pearson Edexcel International A Level: Welcome to Pearson (Module 2)

Course Code:

YPS01-20102

Aims and Objectives

By the end of this session delegates will:

e Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification.

e Understand the question types for the qualification

e Understand the mark schemes for the qualification

e Practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work

e |earn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and exemplars

This event can count as 2 hours of CPD.

Please note: this training consists of three modules.
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Agenda

Time Item
08:00 Welcome & Introductions
08.15 Section one: Assessment Objectives (AOs)
08:25 Section two: Question types
08.40 Section three: Mark schemes
08:55 Break
09.00 Section four: Practice using the mark schemes
09.50 Section five: Support, resources and final questions
10.00 Finish

Pearson Edexcel International A Level Psychology: Welcome to Pearson (Module 2) — Delegate booklet
3

Prepared by Pack Production 2020 © Pearson Education



Activity 1 - Question types

What is wrong with these questions?

1. Assess what is meant by ‘disordered thinking’ as a symptom of
schizophrenia. (2)

2. Outline the function of neurotransmitters as an explanation of schizophrenia.

(4)

3. Describe the procedure used by Rosenhan (1973). (12)

4. Describe and evaluate the contemporary study by Suzuki et al. (2014). (16)
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Short-answer question mark scheme — example 1

Question:

1 One mental health disorder you will have studied is schizophrenia.

(a) Describe what is meant by ‘disordered thinking’ as a symptom of schizophrenia.

Mark scheme:

Credit up to two marks for an accurate description

For example;

¢ Disordered thinking is when a train of thought becomes muddled
and confused (1) with sufferers often giving irrelevant or random
peoints during speech (1).

Look for other reasonable marking points.

Question | Answer Mark
Number
1(a) AO1 (2 marks) (2)
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Short-answer question mark scheme — example 2

Application question

Question:

9 Kathryn used a correlation research method to investigate whether the number of
violent video games played in childhood increased the number of incidents of violent
behaviour in adulthood.

(@) Suggest why Kathryn chose to use a correlation research method for this
investigation instead of a longitudinal method.

Mark scheme:

Credit up to two marks for an accurate suggestion in relation to the
scenario

For example;

s A correlation method can look for a relationship between violent
video games and behaviour in adulthood by sampling adults at
just one point in time (1) which is less time consuming than
following participants over a longitudinal time frame from
childhood to adulthood to look at their violence as adults (1).

Generic answers score 0 marks.

Look for other reasonable marking points.

Question | Answer Mark
Number

AO2 (2 marks
9(a) ( ) (2)
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Extended response question mark scheme — example

Question:

Evaluate the classic study by Moscovici et al. (1969).

4 In social psychology, you will have learned about the following classic study in detail.

- Moscovici et al. (1969) Influence of a Consistent Minority on the Responses of
a Majority in a Color Perception Task.

Mark scheme:

AO1

AO3

Moscovici et al. (1969) used a laboratory experiment in
which participants were randomly allocated to either a
consistent, inconsistent or control condition.

172 American female participants were used in total with
each condition consisting of six participants; four naive
participants (the majority), and two confederates (the
minority).

All participants were offered a free eye test to establish
good eyesight for example, whether they were colour-
blind or not.

Participants in their groups of six were asked to estimate
the colour of 36 slides - all the slides were blue, but of
differing shades.

Moscovici et al.’s (1969) laboratory environment is
artificial therefore having low ecological validity as it
lacked the atmosphere of real-life situations in which
minorities like pressure groups have influence over a
majority.

The sample used is not generalisable to those who are not
female or American as others may not respond in the
same way to a minority influence.

Using standardised controls like testing for colour-
blindness reduces extraneous variables that may have
affected participant’s ability to complete the colour
perception task.

Participants were randomly allocated into one of the three
conditions of the experiment on minority influence which
reduced experimenter bias.

Look for other reasonable marking points.

Question | Indicative content Mark
Number
4 AO1 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks) (8)
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Level | Mark | Descriptor

AO1 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks)

Candidates must demonstrate an equal emphasis between knowledge and
understanding vs evaluation/conclusion in their answer.

0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-2 Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding.
Marks (AO1)
A conclusion may be presented, but will be generic and the
supporting evidence will be limited. Limited attempt to address the
guestion. (AQ3)
Level 2 3-4 Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1)
Marks Candidates will produce statements with some development in the
form of mostly accurate and relevant factual material, leading to a
superficial conclusion being made. (AQ3)
Level 3 5-6 Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1)
Marks Arguments developed using mostly coherent chains of reasoning
leading to a conclusion being presented. Candidates will demonstrate
a grasp of competing arguments but evaluation may be imbalanced.
(AO3)
Level 4 7-8 Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding.
Marks (AO1)
Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation, containing logical
chains of reasoning throughout. Demonstrates an awareness of
competing arguments, presenting a balanced conclusion. (AO3)
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Activity 2 - Mark scheme

Question 1 - Short-answer question

June 2018 Question 7

Rosenhan (1973) conducted research to investigate the reliability of the DSM-IV when used to

diagnose schizophrenia. Suggest three improvements that could be made to the research by
Rosenhan (1973). (3)

Question 1 — Mark scheme

Question | Answer Mark
Number
7 AO3 (3 marks) (3)

Credit one mark for each accurate improvement suggested.

For example:

¢ To improve the ethics of the study Rosenhan could have gained
consent from the management within the hospitals (1).

+ Rosenhan could have used hospitals in different countries to increase
the generalisahility of the results (1).

¢ Ohservations could have been made of pseudo-patient experiences
rather than just self-reported diaries to triangulate the data (1).

Look for other reasonable marking points.
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A

Question 1 — Response A

7 Rosenhan (1973) conducted research to investigate the reliability of the DSM-IV when Ll
used to diagnose schizophrenia.

Suggest three improvements that could be made to the research by Rosenhan
(1973).
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Question 1 — Response B

7 Rosenhan (1973) conducted research to investigate the reliability of the DSM-IV when Q07
used to diagnose schizophrenia.

Suggest three improvements that could be made to the research by Rosenhan
(1973).
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Question 2 — application question

June 2018 Question 2c¢:

Michelle carried out a questionnaire to find out what factors people thought affected
obedience. She conducted a thematic analysis on the qualitative data from her
questionnaire and found the two most common themes were:

+ Presence of an authority figure
» Proximity of an authority figure

(c) Explain one strength and one weakness of gathering qualitative data in
Michelle’'s research. (4)

Question 2 — Mark scheme

Question | Answer Mark
Number

AO2 (2 marks) AO3 (2 marks)

2 (c) (4)

Credit one mark for accurate identification of one strength and
one weakness related to the scenario (AQ2).

Credit one mark for justification of each strength and each
weakness (AO3).

For example:
Strength
¢ Michelle’s qualitative data about the factors affecting
obedience will be high in validity (1) as the data will
provide descriptive, detailed and realistic comments about
obedience (1).
Weakness
e Michelle’'s thematic analysis of the qualitative data from
her questionnaire may be subjective (1) which could lead
to a biased analysis of the factors that influence

obedience (1).

Look for other reasonable marking points.

Generic answers score 0 marks.
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Question 2 — Response A

(c) Explain one strength and one weakness of gathering qualitative data in
Michelle’s research.

Strength
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Question 2 — Response B

(¢) Explain one strength and one weakness of gathering qualitative data in

Michelle’s research.
(4)
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Question 3 — Mathematical Skills

June 2018 Question 4c

12

Explain one weakness of the mean as a measure of central tendency.

Question 3 — Mark scheme

Credit one mark for accurate identification of one weakness. (AO1)
Credit one mark for justification/exemplification of one weakness. (AO3)

For example:

e The mean can be affected by extreme scores (1) which means it

may not be an accurate representation of the majority of the
scores. (1)

Look for other reasonable marking points.

Question | Answer Mark
Number
4 (c) AO1 (1 mark), AO3 (1 mark) (2)

Question 3 — Response A
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Question 3 — Response B

(c) Explain one weakness of the mean as a measure of central tendency.
(2)
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Question 4 — Extended Response question

Evaluate Bartlett's (1932) theory of reconstructive memory, including schema theory.

(8)

Question 4 — Mark scheme

Question | Indicative content Mark

Number

7 AO1 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks) (8)
AO1

¢ Reconstructive memory suggests that when information is
absent we fill in the gaps.

e Schemas are units of knowledge that we use to help us fill
in the gaps in our memory.

e Reconstructive memory is supported by evidence from a
number of studies conducted by Bartlett.

¢ Memories are part traces that we encoded at the time of
the event and part schemas of an event.

AO3

e Bartlett in the War of the Ghosts study (1932) found that
participants filled in gaps in recall with their own schema
for example, boats became a substitute for canoes.

e Bransford and Johnson (1972) showed how schemas help
to encode and store difficult to understand or ambiguous
information.

e Bartlett’s research had minimal standardised controls
when recalling was taking place, therefore the evidence
underpinning the reconstructive memory theory lacks
scientific rigour.

¢ Reconstructive memory simply describes memory traces
that we encode at the time of event rather than
explaining how it is reconstructed.

Look for other reasonable marking points.
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Level Mark Descriptor

AO1 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks)
Candidates must demonstrate an equal emphasis between knowledge and
understanding vs evaluation/conclusion in their answer.

0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 | 1-2 Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding.
AO1
Marks ( )

A conclusion may be presented, but will be generic and the
supporting evidence will be limited. Limited attempt to address the
qguestion. (AO3)

Level 2 | 3-4 Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding.
Mark (AO1)

ars Candidates will produce statements with some development in the
form of mostly accurate and relevant factual material, leading to a
superficial conclusion being made. (AO3)

Level 3 | 5-6 Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1)

M Arguments developed using mostly coherent chains of reasoning,
arks : ; . : .

leading to a conclusion being presented. Candidates will

demonstrate a grasp of competing arguments but evaluation may

be imbalanced. (AO3)

Level 4 | 7-8 Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and
Marks understanding. (AO1)
Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation, containing logical

chains of reasoning throughout. Demonstrates an awareness of
competing arguments, presenting a balanced conclusion. (AO3)
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Question 4 — Response A

7 Evaluate Bartlett's (1932) theory of reconstructive memory, including schema theory. =
(8) ==
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Question 4 — Response B

7 Evaluate Bartlett's (1932) theory of reconstructive memory, including schema theory,
@ 71
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Question 5 — Extended Response question with application

Question June 2018: Q8

Damon and Elisa’s psychology lecturer is teaching his class about the importance of
good research design when planning an investigation. He suggests that in their
planning they need to consider field experiments and laboratory experiments. The
lecturer gives them a scenario from which they need to plan an investigation.

Design and carry out an investigation to measure the short- term memory capacity of local 12- year
old children.

The children will need to learn five number lists. The first list contains six digits and each following
list increases by two digits, up to the final list of 14 digits. The children will be asked to recall the
numbers from each list in the correct order.

Damon decides to carry out a field experiment with children from a local school. Elisa
decides to carry out a laboratory experiment, bringing children to one of the research
rooms at the university.

Evaluate whether Damon’s choice of a field experiment was a more appropriate
method than Elisa’s choice of a laboratory experiment for this research scenario.

You must make reference to the context in your answer. (12)
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Question 5 — Mark scheme

Question | Indicative content Mark
Number

8

AO1 (4 marks), AO2 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks) (12)
AO1
e Field experiments take place in a more natural
environment for the participants.
e In laboratory and field experiments, researchers
manipulate the independent variable.
e Field and laboratory experiments allow researchers to
measure a cause and effect relationship between the IV
and DV.
e Laboratory experiments take place in artificial, non-
natural setting.

AO2

¢ Damon conducted his experiment in a local school where
the children were in their familiar environment for
learning.

e Elisa’s and Damon’s independent variable was the number
of digits in each list.

e Elisa would find out if the change in digits had an effect
on recall of numbers from the list.

e The children would not be used to the university research
laboratory they were brought to for Elisa’s investigation.

AO3

e A field experiment may be higher in ecological validity
than a laboratory experiment so more natural behaviour
is likely to be recorded.

e Manipulation of the independent variable can lead to
artificial tasks which reduces the validity of the results.

e Cause and effects relationships could be considered more
accurate from laboratory experiments as a result of the
controls so results are more reliable than a field
experiment.

e For certain participants like children, a laboratory
experiment may be a distressing and uncomfortable
environment making it less appropriate.

Look for other reasonable marking points.
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Level | Mark Descriptor

AO1 (4 marks), AO2 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks)
Candidates must demonstrate an equal emphasis between knowledge and
understanding vs application vs evaluation/conclusion in their answer.

0 No rewardable material.
Level |1-3 Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding.
1 vare | (AOD)
arks

Provides little or no reference to relevant evidence from the context
(scientific ideas, processes, techniques & procedures). (A02)

A conclusion may be presented, but will be generic and the
supporting evidence will be limited. Limited attempt to address the
question. (AO3)

Level |4-6 Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding.
2 Marks (A01)

Line(s) of argument occasionally supported through the application
of relevant evidence from the context (scientific ideas, processes,
techniques & procedures). (AO2)

Candidates will produce statements with some development in the
form of mostly accurate and relevant factual material, leading to a
superficial conclusion being made. (AQO3)

Level |7-9 Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1)

Line(s) of argument supported by applying relevant evidence from
the context (scientific ideas, processes, techniques & procedures).
Might demonstrate the ability to integrate and synthesise relevant
knowledge. (AQO2)

Arguments developed using mostly coherent chains of reasoning
leading to a conclusion being presented. Candidates will
demonstrate a grasp of competing arguments but evaluation may
be imbalanced. (AO3)

Level |10-12 Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and
4 Marks understanding. (AO1)

Line(s) of argument supported throughout by sustained application
of relevant evidence from the context (scientific ideas, processes,
techniques or procedures). Demonstrates the ability to integrate
and synthesise relevant knowledge. (AO2)

Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation, containing logical

chains of reasoning throughout. Demonstrates an awareness of
competing arguments, presenting a balanced conclusion. (AO3)

Marks
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Question 5 — Response A

8 Damon and Elisa’s psychology lecturer is teaching his class about the importance
of good research design when planning an investigation. He suggests that in their
planning they need to consider field experiments and laboratory experiments, Thie
lecturer gives them a scenarko from which they need to plan an Tnvestigation.

=

' Scenario

-~

Design and carry out an investigation to measure the shorl-term memery capacity of
local 12-year old children.

The children will need to learn five number lists. The Ffirst list contains six digits and
each following list increases by two diglrrs, up to the final list of 14 digits. The children
will be asked to recall the numbers from each list in the comrect onder,

e S —— -

Damon decides to carry out a field experiment with children from a local school. Elisa
decides to carry out a laboratory experiment, bringing children to one of the research
rooms at the university.

Evaluate whether Damon's choice of a field experiment was a moge appropriate

method than Elisa’s choice of a laboratory experiment for this research scenario.
-_—
You must make reference to the context in your answer. :
(12) -
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Question 5 — Response B

B Damon and Elisa’s psychology lecturer is teaching his class about the importance
of good research design when planning an investigation. He suggests that in their
planning they need to consider field experiments and laboratory experiments. The
lecturer gives them a scenario from which they need to plan an investigation.

r Y
Scenario

Design and carry out an investigation to measure the short-terrn memory capacity of
local 12-year old children,

The children will need to leam five number lists. The first list contains six digits and
each following list increases by two digits, up to the final list of 14 digits. The children
will be asked to recall the numbers from each list in the correct order,

L. -

Damon decides to carry out a field experiment with children from a local school. Elisa
decides to carry out a laboratory experiment, bringing children to one of the research
rooms at the university.

Evaluate whether Damon’s cholce of a field experiment was a more appropriate
method than Elisa’s choice of a laboratory experiment for this research scenario.

*ou must make reference to the context in your answer.
(12)

Field _evpecimenh  one  covrtedl adl e Hhe real  ecarld ;
lab  experimenk  are dl-.nsma and,  corcied o). wa. en  echbral
% .

lob. experiments.  _arc . cenbuded ..

Feld mrknmk Hmfl_ljj,.-.n:. . ﬂﬁ-ﬁrf-md" Soeples. ..

Dowen . coud go +s dhe local. ackoo) . msr enler ot clmss room
Plawran ... con ""“"’“"""T e _-:.nPr.r'mc.nL PE B e of vecall robher

Elise . Com_ .. gathes her  sewwple  vin  voleadeecs .

Response continued on the next page...
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